Acute isopropyl alcohol intoxication. Diagnosis and management.
Alcohol intoxication (methyl, ethyl, isopropyl, and ethylene glycol) is treated frequently in emergency room and intensive care units. Although high morbidity and mortality rates exist, effective therapies for methyl alcohol and ethylene glycol (ethyl alcohol blocking and hemodialysis) and ethyl and isopropyl alcohol (hemodialysis) are available. Prompt and accurate clinical and laboratory differentiation is needed to optimize these therapies. This review presents clinical, pharmacologic, and management data, contrasts important aspects in differential diagnosis, and suggests an appropriate approach to management of isopropyl alcohol intoxication.